
Recognised as one of the hardest working and 
most committed activists, Fran has been a National 
Executive Committee member, national vice-
president and last year polled the highest vote to 
become deputy president of PCS. She has been 
President of the DWP group since 2012. As  chair of 
the union’s Organising Committee she has played 
a tremendous role over the years in building the 
union’s workplace strength in DWP itself and 
across the wider union, including successfully 
leading the union’s response to the threat of the 
removal of check off. She has also given consistent 
support to the Disabled and Young Members 
committees, mentoring many new reps into  
PCS activity.

Fran has played a critical role in developing the 
union’s welfare strategy, working with reps and 
members in DWP and in other areas to build an 
effective response to the ongoing assault on 
the social security system and on PCS members 
who deliver these vital services. She has been 
instrumental in formulating the union’s Welfare 
Alternative policy and has worked tirelessly to 
build the widest possible alliance against the cuts, 
including with claimants organisations, other 
unions (most notably with UNITE Community),  
politicians and campaign groups. She has made 
many important contributions in speeches and 
articles defending the right to a fair and equitable 
benefit system. She is the NEC liaison officer for 
HMRC group and regularly attends HMRC GECs to 
update and discuss national priorities.
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Fran has led a number of DWP disputes and played 
a key role in gaining concessions from management 
under the most difficult circumstances, not least of 
all in stopping compulsory redundancies and, as a 
member of the National Disputes Committee, has 
played a key role in national union disputes. She is 
a very experienced negotiator at the highest level. 
Highly focused, Fran has consistently demonstrated 
her leadership skills to build inclusive, effective teams 
to take forward the union’s work at all levels.

Along with all this Fran has also been Left Unity 
national organiser for over 12 years playing a key 
role in building it into the largest broad left in the 
UK trade union movement. In her own North East 
region she has worked consistently with other key 
activists to build it into one of the largest groups in 
the country. 

The Left Unity presidential candidate will no doubt 
face opposition from candidates from DWP or 
HMRC. It is a fact that running a candidate who is 
now elected to the bottom third of the NEC from a 
small group, risks handing over the presidency to 
our opposition. 

A committed socialist and lay activist, Fran’s 
inclusiveness, hard work, commitment,  strategic 
and tactical ability, combined with her successful 
electoral record, are the type of leadership qualities 
our union needs as national president to continue 
the tremendous role played by Janice Godrich over 
the past seventeen years.   

President
Fran 
Heathcote 
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VICE PRESIDENTS
NEC

l  Angela Grant

l  Annette Rochester

l  Ian Pope

l  John McInally

l  Sam Hall

l  Jimmy Gill

l  Clive Bryant

l  Harvey Crane

l  Hector Wesley

l  Lorna Merry

l  Marianne Owens

l  Kris Hendry

l  Alan Dennis

l  Austin Harney

l  Candy Udwin

l  John Jamieson

l  Kenny McKay

l  Mark Baker

l  Paul Williams

l  Steve Thorley

l  Tahir Latif

l  Rhea James

l  James Cox

Kevin McHugh (HMRC) 
Kevin is one of the most experienced and respected reps 
in PCS. He is a lifelong socialist who has fought for trade 

union democracy throughout his time as an activist. 
Victimised and disciplined by right wing leaders in 
former unions for his socialist beliefs, he has been a 
beacon for resistance. Currently national vice 
president, he served as deputy president for many 

years. He has always remained active in his local branch in 
Newcastle, one of the largest in the union. He has 
negotiated with the employer at all levels from 
workplace to cabinet office level. He has chaired 

the unions finance committee for over 7 years and was instrumental in 
providing the leadership required when our finances were attacked by this 
government.

Martin Cavanagh (DWP)  
Martin is currently DWP Vice-President, NEC member 

& North West regional chair .Martin was the lead name 
in PCS’ High Court case against DWP, winning £3m 
in damages for PCS. He has led campaigns office 
closures in DWP, twice successfully preventing 
the privatisation of CMG and was lead negotiator 
in convincing CMG to convert over 500 FTA’s into 
permanent jobs, the first part of DWP to do so. He 
has lead, supported and promoted strikes, including 
in his own branch. He is an active socialist and anti-

austerity campaigner within his home city of Liverpool as well as standing as 
a socialist in local council elections. As Left Unity chair of DWP group he has 
overseen the first ever 50%+ female Left Unity slate in group elections, and 
has mentored a number of new members on the GEC. As branch chair he has 
worked with his branch secretary to oversee a radical shift in the number of 
women on his BEC, now having over 60% women representatives, from 15% 
when he took over, and has been an advocate of encouraging those with 
disabilities to become active in PCS.

Zita Holbourne (BEIS) 
Zita has been PCS Vice President since 2016. Active 
at all levels of the union, workplace, branch, region 
and nationally. She represents PCS on the TUC 
Race and Women’s Committees. She is a fierce 
campaigner against racism and for Human & Equal 
rights for all. She is renowned for this work at UK 
level and internationally. She chairs PCS’s national 
equality committee, our International committee 
and Women’s advisory committee. She negotiates for 
PCS at cabinet office level, most recently on sexual 
harassment guidelines. Zita won the positive role 

model awards at the national diversity awards in 2013 and was listed as 
one of the top 10 African and Caribbean Women of the year in 2013. Zita 
campaigns for Equality, Freedom, Justice & Human Rights through art, poetry 
and political activism.


