
Vote Janice Godrich for AGS 
National President Janice has led the fight 
to transform PCS into a democratic, fighting 
and campaigning union. Alongside Mark 
Serwotka, elected for 17 years, she has led the 
campaign against austerity, has a proud record 
of supporting members in disputes, standing 
shoulder to shoulder on picket lines. Her open 
democratic and unifying approach has helped 
secure the socialist leadership of PCS. She is 
recognised as one of the leading socialist trade 
union woman in the UK and would be the first 
female PCS Assistant General Secretary.

Her fighting and campaigning record makes Janice 
the best candidate for AGS. She has defeated 
opposition from across the political spectrum. 
Janice’s opponent seeks to avoid the simple truth – 
electability matters. He has faced only one challenge 
in a membership ballot in which an unknown right 
wing rank and file candidate lost by only 195 votes. 
The LU candidate for AGS will face opposition from 
the Independent Left group and maybe more. The 
AGS and President posts are too important to allow 
narrow self-interest and factionalism to determine 
our candidates.

More is at stake than just winning an election 
though. Only Janice is committed to continuing 
the national pay campaign, a new national ballot 
and action to defeat the pay cap. Her opponents 
lack confidence in the activists and members 
ability to build the type of workplace strength to 
win on pay. They want to dilute the campaign by 
relying on group ballots and grafting on a whole 
series of other demands that can only weaken our 
opportunities to build a united campaign.

PCS needs a committed, united, democratic 
fighting union. Where genuine differences are 
expressed and critical, open debate is the method 
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through which we build unity in action. Janice is a 
real leader in that she has managed to build solid 
consensus on this basis. She rejects the divisive 
method of her opponents that seeks to foster 
division where cooperation and unity are most 
required, for example in shameful accusations of 
bureaucracy. Most activists and members would 
not recognize such a picture of PCS. They know 
members and reps are consulted on every major 
issue. They know the importance of organizing 
and campaigning; increasing our membership and 
engaging with members so we can bargain from  
a position of strength.

Janice has won the support of a majority of LU 
Group Presidents, three LU Deputy and Vice 
Presidents and a majority of the LU NEC members. 
Because they see the work she does to unite the 
left and support PCS members and reps. Janice is 
supported in a clear majority of LU regions and all 
groups in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
LU members are urged to vote for Janice and for 
an inclusive, democratic, fighting leadership that 
works in unity and which utterly rejects the lack of 
confidence in members and activists, factionalism 
and division represented by her opponents.

“A union representative since 1983, I have been 
elected as workplace rep, branch officer, regional 
rep, group president and national president. I have 
bargained, organised and negotiated at all levels up 
to Cabinet Office. If elected I will only take the average 
workers wage to ensure I stay in touch with those I 
represent. I have been attacked by right wing union 
leaders for demanding united trade union action and 
have always stood my ground. Without hesitation 
I put my home up as security to defend members’ 
democracy. If elected as the first female PCS Assistant 
General Secretary I will continue this leadership and 
dedication to a democratic lay-lead union without 
hesitation, fear or favour.”

For more information or to assist Janice’s campaign contact socialistview@mail.com

PCS Left Unity election 2018 
VOTE FOR A SOCIALIST UNITED LEADERSHIP



Please support the following 
candidates. They are all 
experienced and campaigning 
reps who represent diversity of 
PCS membership.

Assistant General Secretary: 
Janice Godrich

President: Fran Heathcote

Vice Presidents: Martin 
Cavanagh, Zita Holbourne, 
Kevin McHugh

NEC: Mark Baker PsG PINS, 
James Cox Home Office, 
Harvey Crane HMRC, Jimmy 
Gill DWP, Angela Grant DWP, 
Sam Hall DWP, Austin Harney 
MOJ, Kris Hendry HMRC, 
John Jamieson Registers of 
Scotland, John McInally DWP, 
Kenny McKay ATOS, Lorna 
Merry HMRC, Marianne Owens 
HMRC, Ian Pope DWP, Annette 
Rochester DWP, Steve Thorley 
CPS, Candy Udwin National 
Gallery, Hector Wesley HMRC, 
Paul Williams DfT

TUC: Keith Brockie Scottish 
government, Kate Douglas 
DWP, Mark Emmerson HMRC, 
Louise Kowalska Scottish 
Government, Gordon 
Rowntree HMRC, Steve 
Swainston DWP

Scottish TUC: Fiona McDonald 
Scottish Government, Sharon 
King MOJ, John Livingstone 
DWP, Sarah Valentine DWP

Scottish Women’s TUC: Sharon 
Edwards Home Office, Liz 
McGachey DWP

LUNC Chair: Lorna Merry

LU Editor: Pete Jackson

LUNC: Mark Emmerson, Janice 
Godrich, Kevin McHugh, 
Hector Wesley

For more information or to assist Janice’s campaign contact socialistview@mail.com

“ I am honoured to be nominated by the 
majority of LU groups for PCS President. I am 
a committed socialist and lay activist. As an 
EO in the DWP I appreciate the financial and 
work pressures on our low paid, hard pressed 
members. I lead the DWP group in a democratic 
and inclusive way, ensuring lay activists and 
members are fully involved in the decisions of 
PCS, and fully supported when in dispute. I have 
carried these principles into my role as National 

Deputy President and will continue to defend these rights and support 
members passionately as National President.” 

Recognised as one of the hardest-working and most committed 
activists, Fran has been an NEC member, National Vice-President and 
in May this year polled the highest vote to become Deputy President 
of PCS. She has been President of the DWP group for six years.

As chair of the union’s Organising Committee Fran has played a 
tremendous role in building PCS. She led the union’s response to 
the threat of the removal of check off and is now leading the work 
to prepare for the pay ballot in 2019.  She has also given consistent 
support to the Disabled and Young Members’ committees, mentoring 
many new reps into PCS activity.

Fran is an experienced negotiator at the highest level and has 
successfully led a number of high-profile campaigns and disputes 
forcing concessions from the employer under the most difficult 
circumstances, including preventing compulsory redundancies. As a 
member of the National Disputes Committee, she has played a key 
role in supporting disputes across the union. As the NEC liaison officer 
for HMRC group she has built strong links and solidarity and regularly 
attended GECs to report on national issues.

Fran plays a leading role in developing the union’s alternative welfare 
strategy, working with reps and members to build an effective 
response to the ongoing assault on the social security system and 
on PCS members who deliver these vital services. She has worked 
tirelessly to build the widest possible alliance against the cuts, 
including with claimants’ organisations, other unions (most notably 
with UNITE Community), politicians and campaign groups. She travels 
the country attending and speaking at campaign meetings and rallies 
as well as writing articles defending the right to a fair and equitable 
benefit system. She has represented PCS at TUC congress and used 
this to build the case for the alternative welfare strategy.

As LU organiser for 12 years Fran plays a key role in continuing to 
build LU. In the North East, she has worked with activists to build one 
of the largest most active LU groups in PCS.

In the national elections Fran has consistently been one of the highest 
polling candidates; The LU presidential candidate will no doubt face 
opposition from candidates from DWP or HMRC. It is a fact that a 
LU candidate from one of our smaller groups against an opposition 
candidate from a larger one would struggle to win. It is also a fact 
that Fran’s opponent has consistently polled in the last third of the 
NEC results. It is reckless of them to risk the LU presidency in this 
way. A committed socialist and lay activist Fran’s record of leadership, 
inclusiveness, hard work, strategic, organising and tactical ability, 
combined with her group and national electoral record demonstrates 
she is the outstanding candidate, to win the presidency for Left Unity.


